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Setting: Prison Nursery

m “Prison Nursery”

m Infants / children reside with incarcerated mother

m [erm describes various arrangements in prison-based
and community settings

EXist glabally

s Dearth of accurate and complete infermation

Bedford Hills Correctional Facility: (BHCE)

m 100+ years In existence

m |nfant stays inside prison with mother for 12-18 moenths
of her sentence

m For 30+ years, associated with a Children’s Center that
supports distance parenting through many programs

Taconic Correctional Facility (TCF) nursery: 1990




Research Questions and Approaches

= What Is the culture of a prison nursery from mother,
stafff and provider perspectives?
m ERGegraphic stuay

n What parenting qualities are exnibited by the nursery.
mothers, and

What IS the develepmental status ofi thelr infants?

m CIOSSESECUERAINSTUEACIIUSER/NNMEESRPEER NG JUalIUES 2ne
INiiSREEVEIeRIENT

Can parenting, child development, and attachment be
enhanced by nurse visits during and follewing the prison
nursery experience?

= |longitudinal study of attachment, parenting competency, and

child develepment during prisen NUrSery co-detention andHfirst
le-entry year




Multiple Methods
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Getting the research team inside
and staying there

= |RB approved protocol
s Research agreement withi NYS, [DOCS /

WorKIneNElZneRships Wit erHSen
administrators in Allbany

m Agreements / \Working| relationsnips with
local prison administratoers and staff

s Establishment of trust with iInmates
= Funding




Retaining long-term participants and
fellewing them on the outside

= Building on trust
n Infermed consent from alternate caregiver

s Maintaining| contact:

Creative and vigerous, attention: to address and
phene changes

m Freguent phone contact

s Birthday and holiday mailings

m [Imely reqguests for change of address, name, phone




Longitudinal Sample to Date

N=100 dyads (100% of target)

Maternal age
m 18 to 45 years; mean 28 (+/- 6.5)

Maternal race/etinicity.

m \Varies by source of data

m 39% Black, 34% White,
21% Hispanic, 6% biracial

Infant age now

s 3 months to 47 months




Data Collection Settings

= PRISON
s Recreation room
s Inmate cell
m Child Care Center

s COMMUNITY

= One or more private hemes following reentry.
m [ransitional housing
m Office of Family and Child Research










NIDA meeting aim #1: “Provide a picture...”

\What do prisen nursery studies add to emerging
knowledge of children withi iIncarcerated parents?

" ether-child pairs Who are net separated

Y. MOthEKrS Impriscnment

s Nursery inmate mothers and their babies are a small
BURURIGUENSHIsSEROINNCEICE R ANVOIMER WHGraIENIo1
SepacieaNIemraEaSHORENRIZRWRGmIthEY I2Ise
during their sentence froem birth through up to one
year, and semetimes longer.




What do prison nursery studies add....contd

s Broader, richer, scientifically.

m even demographic reports are sparse

= past nursery studies: short-term, small convenience samples,
ittle: contextual data

N of
significance te Inmates

Byrne, WM. (2005) Conaucting research as a Visiting Sclientst /i, a Womien's
prison. Journal or Proressional Nursing. 21(4), 223-230.

US ponaders unlocking the gates to prisoner research. Nature Medicine 12,
3 (2006)

for interventions




NIDA meeting aim #2:
“‘Examine trajectories to target interventions”

What have we learmed about family and child
filnCtioNINg of pPrSen NUISER participants that IS
amenanie e Inteentien?

= Parenting values and cognitions are embedded: in history
and culture and are not inherently different for
Incarcerated Women

s Crisis of Imprisonment can heighten reception to and
support behavioral change

= Resources crucial in prison and during reentry




NIDA meeting aim #3:
“Review theory-based prevention interventions”

What theoretical lenses have been useful to our
pregrams?

= Chooesing the Parenting Self
n |dentification
s lntegration
s Nourishment

s Attachment Theory
m [nterrupting cross-generational insecure cycle




