Criminal Justice, Drug Abuse,
HIV, and Health Dlsparlt_les




Objectives

To show the impact of the criminal justice
system on racial/ethnic communities

How this contributes to dlsparltles IN health
related to HIV and health outceme

How the aforem

glis in negatwealth out comes for
1, families and children.




sWatch Punishment and Prejudice: Racial
s In the War on Drugs, New York, June 2000.
- &)
"Drug control policies bear primary
responsibility for the quadrupling of the
natlonal prlson populatlon smce 1980 and

among western lemt
functioning demaogi




 They [mandatbry sentences] have not
stemmed the drug trade. The only thing
they ve done |s to fill the prlsons




The Problem
;o

» 1999 - more than half of all state/federal
prisoners had children under the age of 18
(Krisberg & Temin, 2001)




 However, the number of individuals being
released from incarceration far outhnumbers the
capacity of these programs

Chlldren Wlth Incar erated parent ::__,:e_become




The Problem
;o

 The causes and conseguences of these
disparities are complex

 Correctional policies contrlbuteto_negau\/e

. Incarceration car increase the ri




The Problem

e 52% of those In correctlonal facilities for drug
offenses, were Black (Maguire & Pastore, 2004).

 Black females are 5 times more Ilkely than White
females to be In in 2003

Beck, 2003)




’|§bosing Enabling &
Reln;orcmg Factors

P - Those things that we bring to the situation,
(life experiences, knowledge, cultural and ethnic
iInheritance).

EF - Factors such as skills and ab|I| '§

physical, emotionahal
resources that ma
convenient or more Giffeult
@8Ehce or absence of
dlscouragement that




W
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* Steps in Communicating
~ Public Health [Survelllance]
Informatfon (Remington, 1998)

nat do the data show?
nat should be said?

nat is the communic:

To whom should thEsmessage

)|
]

S the communication objective
leved?



Centuries of slavery, discrimination, segregation
& white supremacy have created social
environments that foster purported AA criminality
(Butler, 1997)

Over the past o , the number@fandividuals

In U.S. prisons andjai
dramatlcally -




White. state prison"inmates sentenced for drug
offenses increased 306% between 1985 and
1995

African American state prison inmates
sentenced for drug,




' Background

African Americans make up about 13% of regular drug

users in the US, but account for 62.7% of all drug offenders
admltted tO pl’lSOﬂ Human Rights Watch (2000).

5 times as many white drug users as AA drug users, but
AA men are admitted to state prison for drug _offenses at a
rate that is 13.4 tlmes reater than that.ef ite:men. rumen

Rights Watch (2000).

The incarceration rat iS SI28iESSIGRET than the white
incarceration rate. numan i EE

[ .dmltted to state prison for
at is 20 to 57 times the white male




r'edlsposmg Factors

80% of people admitted to prison in 2002
could not afford an attorney

US Department of Justice found that 65%
of prisoners hadynot completeeghigh
school, . ﬁgwh_%=”““ﬁ

[l $10 000 during the
eratlon




Reinforcing Factors

$40 billion on prisons and jails in the year 2000
(Ziedenberg and Schiraldi, 2000).

$24 billion of that will go to incarcerate 1.2
million nonviolent affenders (Ziedecaasigsand
Schiraldi, 2000). i i




Reinforcing Factors
Female prisoners can lose parental rights and
have their children adopted or placed in foster

care (25% are placed in foster care. (Farmer,
2002)

US Adoption and S

parental rights shot
has been In foster




~ Enabling Factors

Reduced income as a result of
Incarceration-related job loss/employment
discrimination

Inadequate housl
care for famllles |-

Penforcement bias




Enabling Factors
* The rate of Incarceration among African
American men went from 1 in 30

individuals to 1 |n 15 between 1984 and
1997. - o

*+ 1999, 40% of all tEYAVERIle o




~ Enabling Factors

e The prison environment is a high-risk
setting for the transm|SS|on of mfectlous

disease




~ Enabling Factors

Fourteen states lpermanently deny
convicted felons the right to vote,

19 states allow the termlnatlonof _parental
rights, . prein

29 states establ

ld political offllee'




| "The Problem
_,,:_,;{“Jong,& Jackson, 1998).
- Data indicate that black youths are likely to

receive harsh treatments in urban courts;
yet white youths are not treated dlfferently

on the basis of Ce Iocat' Qo




hat do the data show?

Children’s welfare is negatively impacted
when parents are imprisoned
Imprisonment adversely affectschlldren S
economic statussocia nm

peers schools




®What Should Be said?
\ &

Incarceration reduces individual earning
potential in a number of ways

Findings underscore the need to develop and
Implement specmcchlld welfare an ;l,mlnal
justice policies for s |

Incarceration affects
of |nd| |duals with




is the Communication
ijectlve’P

Chlldren with incarcerated parents have become
an increasingly large share of the foster care
population

Issues faced after incarceration (e.g. weak social

Qe lorks. SCOlRi, cert i",f"in access
to safe housing an




hom the Message be
,Dlrected’?

. Researchers
e All Branches of Government

o General Pub &




Conclusion

 Degree of racialldisparity across all levels
of the corrections system

e The racial dimensions of curret criminal
justice policies cent
racial/ethnic and; / Ine




Conclusion

P o)

 Intensified by the stigma, disconnection,
and legal consequences of incarceration.

* Destabilize sexual and family




vioral consequences of

Aggression, delinquency, emotional
withdrawal, and failure in school.

Percelived abandonment of chlldren by




Recommendations

e Victimless crimes In most instances should be
decriminalized.

e Policies, programs and alternatives to
Imprisonment are Reeded to mitigatestheimpact
of imprisonment on Arise 1an
2006)




